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after point of Daun's position until the moment
came at which, although their cavalry had turned
tail, they needed only reinforcements to crush his
right. It was the duty of Prince Maurice, the son
of the Old Dessauer, to bring help from the centre.
The moment was critical. The Austrian musketeers,
seven times charged by the Prussians, had shot
away their last cartridge. " Four fresh battalions,"
wrote the King four days after, " and the battle was
won,*' Daun had already begun to withdraw his
heavy guns and to issue orders for retreat. But by
a fatal misunderstanding, due, it is hinted, to the
impatience of the King in giving orders, Maurice
was attacking the enemy more than half a mile
further down the line. Still nearer to the Prussian
right General Manstein defied orders and dashed at
the enemy.

The Prussians were therefore involved in a frontal
attack, and their inferiority in numbers at once be-
gan to tell against them. Yet still, though Frederick
had only the reserves of cavalry.in hand and these,
even when he put himself at their head, refused to
pass through the fire to aid them, the dauntless
Prussian left achieved fresh triumphs. ' When the
deadly wrestle reached its fourth hour they still
maintained their hold upon the heights. Daun
hurled his light Saxon cavalry upon them, but with
a heroism worthy of Mollwitz field they formed
into groups and drove back the foe. But at this
moment the Count de Thiennes, colonel of a regi-
ment of young dragoons from the Netherlands,
begged for leave to attack. He won a grudging